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​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
CURRENT POSITION  
2019 – Present​ Assistant Professor in the Department of Educational Policy Studies  

University of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin  
 

Faculty Affiliate: Chicanxs & Latinxs Studies Program (CLS), Latin American, Caribbean and 
Iberian Studies Program (LACIS), University of Wisconsin, Madison 

 
ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
2016 – 2018 ​ Assistant Professor in the School of Education 

Universidad de Los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia 
 
EDUCATION  
2011 – 2016​ TEACHERS COLLEGE, Columbia University, New York, USA  

Doctorate in Education in International Educational Development 
 
2008 – 2009​ UNIVERSITY OF SUSSEX, School of Education, Brighton, UK  

Master of Arts in International Education and Development 
 
2005 – 2007​ PONTIFICIA UNIVERSIDAD JAVERIANA, School of Social Sciences, Bogotá, Colombia 

Graduate Diploma in Cultural Studies 
 
2000 – 2004 ​ PONTIFICIA UNIVERSIDAD JAVERIANA, School of Social Sciences, Bogotá, Colombia 

Bachelor of Arts in History 
 
AREAS OF EXPERTISE  
Comparative and International Education; Education in Emergencies; Anthropology of Education;  
Contemporary Theories of the State; Peace, Human Rights and Education; Qualitative and Ethnographic 
Research Methods. Regional expertise: Latin America.  
 
PUBLICATIONS  
 
PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES   
*Denotes current and former students 
 
-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2025). Beyond a Policy Category: Reimagining “Refugee” in Educational Research. 
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Comparative Education Review. https://doi.org/10.1086/734819 
-​ Russell, S.G., Rodríguez-Gómez, D. and Mantilla, P. (2025). Beyond the Binary: The Migratory Ecosystem 

and Expanded Approaches to Education for Urban Refugees in Ecuador. International Migration Review. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/01979183251314850 

-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. & Moreno, M.* (2023). The Politics and Pitfalls of Academic Enthusiasm in 
Peacebuilding: Examining Researchers’ Role in a Rural Education Development Project in Colombia. 
Globalisation, Societies and Education. https://doi.org/10.1080/14767724.2023.2191935  

-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2022). Disputed futures: rural entrepreneurship and migration in postsecondary 
trajectories on the Ecuador–Colombia Border. Ethnography and 
Education, DOI: 10.1080/17457823.2022.2049333 

-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. & Russell, S.G. (2021). Human Rights Violations through  Structural Violence: A Case 
Study of Human Rights Education in New York City. American  Educational Research Journal (AERJ), DOI: 
https://doi.org/10.3102/00028312211057307 

-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. & Bermeo, M. (2020). Assembling the Educational Nexus to the War on Drugs: A 
Systematic Review. Journal on Education in Emergencies, 6(1), pp. 18-56.  

-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2019). Bureaucratic Barriers to Universal Access to Education in  Ecuador. Journal on 
Education in Emergencies, 5(1), pp. 62-93.  

-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D., Foulds, K. & Sayed, Y. (2016). Textbooks and Peacebuilding in  Colombia and South 
Africa. Education as Change, 20(3), pp. 76-97. 

-​ Bartlett, L., Rodríguez-Gómez, D. & Oliveira, G. (2015). South-South Migration and  Education: 
Sociocultural Perspectives. Educação e Pesquisa, 41, Special Issue, pp. 1153- 1170.  

-​ Kanjee, A., Sayed, Y., & Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2010). Curriculum planning and reform in sub-Saharan 
Africa. Southern African Review of Education, 16(1), pp. 83-96.  

 
BOOK CHAPTERS   
-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. and Rangel, L.M.* (forthcoming). Rethinking the Relationship Between State, Civil 

Society, and Education: New Directions. In The State and Education in Latin America: Fault Lines, 
Foundations, and Alternatives, D. Brent Edwards, Jr., Mauro C. Moschetti and Claudia M. Díaz Ríos (eds.) 
The Netherlands: Brill. [by invitation] 

-​ Luoto, J., Rodríguez-Gómez, D. and Thomas, M. (2025). Observations: From highly structured to 
ethnographic approaches. In The Bloomsbury Handbook of Methods in Comparative and International 
Education, Thomas, M.A., jules, t.d., Schweisfurth, M. & Shields, R. (eds.) New York: Bloomsbury 
Publishing. [by invitation] 

-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2018). Social Advocacy in Neoliberal Times: Non-Governmental  Organizations in 
Ecuador’s Refugee Landscape. In New Advocates for Education: Civil Society  Organizations in Latin 
America, Cortina, R. & De la Fuente, C. (eds). New York City:  Routledge, pp. 108-128.  

-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2017). When War Enters the Classroom: A case study on the  experiences of youth 
on the Ecuador–Colombia border. In (Re)Constructing Memory:  Education, Identity and Conflict. Williams, 
J. & Bellino, M. (eds.) The Netherlands: Sense  Publishers, pp. 269-289.  

-​ Sayed, Y., Badroodien, A., Hanaya, A. & Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2017). Social Cohesion,  Violence, and 
Education in South Africa. In Enlarging the Scope of Peace: African and World Regional Contributions, 
Seedat, M., Suffla, S., & Christie, D. (eds). Switzerland: Springer International Publishing, pp. 239-254.  
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BOOK REVIEWS  
-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2018). Youth in Postwar Guatemala: Education and Civic Identity in  Transition by 

Michelle J. Bellino. Journal of Education in Emergencies, 4(1), pp. 194-196.  
 
EDITED VOLUME 
-​ Bermeo, M. J. & Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2020). Editorial Note. In Journal of Education in Emergencies, 6(1), 

pp. 5-17.  
 
PEDAGOGICAL MATERIALS & REPORTS  
-​ Rodríguez Gómez, D. (2022). In Mendenhall, M., Chopra, V., & Bazlen, R. (Eds.). Navigating Ethical 

Dilemmas in Education in Emergencies (EiE): A Compendium of Vignettes for Research and Practice. 
Teachers College, Columbia University. 

-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2019). Pedagogías desde y para la ruralidad: experiencias exitosas y  replicables de 
rectores y docentes. Fundación Compartir. Bogotá, Colombia (see here). 

-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. & Di Castri, T. (2018). Youth Voices Rethinking the War on Drugs. A  Catalyst 
Curriculum Guide. The Institute of Latin American Studies (ILAS), Columbia  University. New York City, ISA 
(see here).  

-​ Bermeo, M.J. & Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2015). Respiramos inclusión en los espacios  educativos. Propuesta 
metodológica para educadores. Alto Comisionado de Naciones Unidas  para los Refugiados (UNHCR). ISBN 
978-9942851130. Quito, Ecuador (see here). **Winner of the 2017 UNHCR Child Protection Innovation 
Challenge**  

-​ Harris-Van Keuren, C. & Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2013). Comparative Analysis of Infant and  Toddler Early 
Childhood Learning Guidelines in Latin America and the Caribbean. Inter-American Development Bank. 
Washington DC, USA (see here). 

 
PUBLIC WRITING  
-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2025). Listen! On Radical Listening in a Time of Democratic Regression. FreshEd 

(Available here). 
-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. & Bermeo, M. (2020). Política de drogas y política educativa: una conversación 

urgente. Red de Estudios Sobre Drogas en América Latina (REDESDAL) (Available  here).  
-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2019). “That word is not used here”: Challenges of Qualitative  Research in Areas 

Affected by Armed Conflict. NORRAG Special Issue No. 2. Data Collection  and Evidence Building to Support 
Education in Emergencies, pp. 49-52 (Available here, also  available in Spanish).  

-​ Rodríguez Gómez, D. (2016). Afiliaciones entre las comunidades educativas y los actores de  la guerra. 
Bogotá: Universidad de Los Andes. Commissioned by and written for Universidad de  Los Andes (Available 
here).  

-​ Rodríguez, D. (2014). Yo me veo. Niños, niñas y adolescentes interpretan el mundo que  habitan a través 
de palabras e imágenes. Quito: UNHCR. Commissioned by and written for  UNHCR (Available here). 

-​ Rodríguez, D. (2014). The Challenges of Access to Education for Refugee Population on the  
Colombia-Ecuador border. New York: Working Group on Peace, Conflict and Education (Available here).   

 
MEDIA APPEARANCES & PODCASTS  
-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2023). Conversations 4 Citizenship. March 3rd. “A Conversation with Dr. Diana 
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Rodríguez Gómez.” (Available here).  
-​ Di Castri, T. & Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2020). “A Conversation about Catalyst, an International Youth 

Programme about the War on Drugs.” Education for Social Change. April  18th. (Available here).  
-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. (2020). “Bureaucratic Encounters and the Quest for Educational  Access. Behind the 

Pages.” (Available here).  
-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. Interviewee. (2019). “Docencia Rural en Colombia”. Radio Palabra  Maestra. July 

24th. (Available here).  
-​ Molano, A., Rodríguez Gómez, D. & Bayona, H. (2017). Profesores de Los Andes cuestionan  los resultados 

de las pruebas SABER. Written for Universidad de Los Andes and published by  Revista Semana. (see here).   
 
WORKS IN PROGRESS  
-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D.  (under contract) Book Manuscript: Community, Insurgency and the State:  

Educational Governance in Armed Conflict. 
-​ Rodríguez-Gómez, D. Hoyos, A., Idrobo, . & Morales, M.V. * Imperialism and the War on Drugs: An 

Educational Perspective. 
  

AWARDS & FELLOWSHIPS  
 
External 
-​ 2021 NAEd/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellow. Schooling in (Il)legal Economies: A Comparative Study of 

Educational Experiences in the Midst of the Drug War.  
-​ 2019 Fellow Salzburg Global Seminar, Salzburg, Austria.  
-​ 2011-2016 Grantee, Fulbright – Colciencias Scholar. 
-​ 2008-2009 Grantee, Colfuturo Master of Arts Scholarship Award.  
 
Internal 
-​ 2024 Vilas Faculty Early-Career Investigator Award, University of Wisconsin, Madison ($75,000). 
-​ 2024 Exceptional Service Support Program Award, University of Wisconsin, Madison ($10,000). 
-​ 2023 Vilas Life Cycle Professorship Fellowship, University of Wisconsin, Madison ($40,000). 
-​ 2022 Fall Research Competition, University of Wisconsin, Madison ($26,000). 
-​ 2022 Proposal Writing for Early-career Scholar Success (PROWESS), School of Education, University of 

Wisconsin, Madison. 
-​ 2018 Summer Enrichment Award, University of Wisconsin, Madison ($15,000).  
-​ 2018 Grantee, Security & Drugs Research Center (CESED), Universidad de Los Andes ($6,600). 
-​ 2014-2015 Graduate Student Fellow, Earth Institute, Columbia University ($3,000). 
-​ 2013 Recipient, ILAS-Columbia University Pre-Dissertation Summer Grant ($2,000).  

HONORS 
 
-​ 2025 Honorary Member of Phi Kappa Phi Honor Society. 
-​ 2020 Consortium of Latin American Studies Programs (CLASP), Junior Faculty  Teaching Award, Center for 

Latin American Studies, Ohio State University. 
-​ 2019 Honored Instructor, University of Wisconsin, Madison. 
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-​ 2019 Concha Delgado Gaitán Early Career Presidential Fellowship, Council on Anthropology and 
Education, American Anthropological Association.  

-​ 2017 Outstanding Dissertation Award, CIES Latin American Special Interest Group.  
-​ 2016 Finalist, Frederick Erickson Outstanding Dissertation Award, Council on Anthropology  and 

Education, American Anthropological Association.  
-​ 2014 High Quality Proposal Award, CIES Latin American Special Interest Group.  
-​ 2010 Graduated with Distinction, University of Sussex. 
-​ 2004 Summa Cum Laude, Pontificia Universidad Javeriana. 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
  
-​ Principal Investigator 

January 2022 – Current 
University of Wisconsin, Madison 
Schooling in (Il)legal Economies: A Comparative Study of Educational Experiences in the Midst of the Drug 
War 
2021 NAEd/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellowship 

-​ Principal Investigator  
July 2016 – July 2018  
Universidad de Los Andes  
Education and Peacebuilding in the Rural Colombian-Venezuelan Border  

 
-​ Research Assistant  

Mary Mendenhall, Ed.D. & Susan Garnett Russell, Ph.D.  
September 2015 – August 2016  
Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, NY  
Global, National and Local Intersections: Educational Policies and Schooling Practices for Urban  Refugees  
 

-​ Research Assistant  
Susan Garnett Russell, Ph.D.  
September 2014 – June 2015  
Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, NY  
Human Rights Education for Diversity in New York City  

 
-​ Researcher  

Field Research – Ecuador   
May 2013 – June 2014  
The Refugee Label: Mapping the Trajectories of Colombian Youth and their Families through  Educational 
Bureaucracies in Ecuador (doctoral dissertation) 

  
-​ Research Assistant  

Lesley Bartlett, Ph.D.  
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September 2013 – December 2013  
Teachers College, Columbia University, New York, NY  
Literacy Education in Conflict and Crisis-Affected Contexts 

  
-​ Research Consultant   

Christine Harris-Van Keuren, Ph.D.   
February 2012 – September 2012  
New York, NY  
Inter-American Development Bank  

 
-​ Research Assistant  

Yusuf Sayed, Ph.D. 
October 2008 – May 2009  
University of Sussex, Brighton, UK  
Curriculum Reform in Zambia  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE  

-​ Critical Drug Education Program Design, Implementation and Evaluation  
Department of Education, Bogotá 
July 2021 – April 2022 
Consultant. 

 
-​ Catalyst: Youth Voices Rethinking the War on Drugs, Open Society Foundations 

February 2017 – June 2021 
Education Lead, Transnational Pedagogies to Discuss the War on Drugs 
  

-​ Fundación Compartir 
August 2018 – August 2019  
Curriculum Development in collaboration with Rural Teachers  
 

-​ United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), Ecuador  
September 2014 – December 2014  
Consultant 
   

-​ Department of Gender and Sociology, FLACSO, Quito, Ecuador  
September 2013 – September 2014  
Associate Researcher  
 

-​ Colombian National Ministry of Education, Bogotá, Colombia   
November 2009 – June 2011  
Public Employee  
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TEACHING  

-​ School of Education, University of Wisconsin, Madison  
January 2019 – Present  
Assistant Professor  
Conflict, Human Rights and Education in Colombia (study abroad)  
Education across the Americas: Empire, Capitalism and Resistance (undergraduate level) 
Education in Emergencies and Refugees (undergraduate level)  
Human Rights and Education (undergraduate level)  
Critical Development Studies and Education (graduate level)  
State Theory and Education Policy in a Comparative Perspective (graduate level) 

  
-​ School of Education, Universidad de Los Andes, Bogotá, Colombia  

August 2016 – July 2018  
Assistant Professor  
Qualitative Methods (graduate level)  
Research Seminar (graduate level)  
Educational Policy and Violence (graduate level)  
Education & Development (graduate level)  
Learning Environments over Time (undergraduate level)  

 
-​ Department of Teaching, Learning and Culture, The City College of New York, New York  

August 2014 – May 2015  
Adjunct Instructor  
Qualitative Methods (graduate level)  

K-12 TEACHING  
-​ Gimnasio Femenino, Bogotá, Colombia  

August 2004 – June 2008  
Social Studies Teacher  

INVITED TALKS & LECTURES (last five years) 
 
-​ 2024 Harm Reduction Design Studio, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 
-​ 2023 A Study of Educational Experiences in Southern Colombia Coca Fields, Network for International and 

Comparative Education (NICE). 
-​ 2023 Forced Migration and Education Course led by Professor Sally Bonnet, Colgate University. 
-​ 2022 Beyond Fragile States: Statecraft, educational policy and armed conflict in Arauca, Colombia. 

Educating in Challenging Environments, IOE-UCL & Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok, Thailand. 
-​ 2022 Schooling in (Il)legal Economies: A Comparative Study of Educational Experiences in the Midst of the 

Drug War. Childhood and Youth Studies: Approaches and Methods, Prof. Collete Daiute, Graduate Center, 
CUNY. 
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-​ 2021 Disrupting the Use of 'Refugee' in Comparative and International Education: A Case Study of  
Non-Governmental Educational Organizations in Quito, Ecuador. Youth & Migration Discussion Series, 
Indiana University, USA.  

-​ 2020 Un enfoque de justicia social para cuestionar los efectos de la Guerra en contra de las drogas. 
Ministerio de Educación del Ecuador, Ecuador.  

-​ 2020 Educational Vision Research Institute (EVRI), Peace Education and Lesson Study for Teacher  Educator 
2020, Hiroshima University, Japan.  

-​ 2019 6th Georg Arnhold Symposium: The Hosting State and Its Restless Guests – Refugee  Education, 
Migration and Regional Peace in the Global South, Barnard College, Columbia  University, New York, USA.  

-​ 2019 Consultation of the Plan of Action for the Fourth Phase (2020-2024) of the World Programme  for 
Human Rights Education, United Nations Headquarters, New York City, USA.  

 
SELECTED PRESENTATIONS (last five years) 

-​ 2025 Dim Sum Theorizing on Movements and Education with Roseann Liu and Karishma Desai, Society for 
Cultural Anthropology 2025 Biennial, Stony Point Center, New York. 

-​ 2024 Insurgent Governance: Authority, Control, and Power over School. BAICE, Brighton, UK. 
-​ 2024 Escolarización en economías (i)legales: Un estudio de las experiencias educativas en los cultivos de 

coca. LASA, Bogotá, Colombia 
-​ 2024 What Rests Behind Events: A critical analysis of “Attacks on Education.” Comparative and 

International Education Society, Miami. 
-​ 2023 Statecraft, educational policy and armed conflict in Arauca, Colombia. Comparative and International 

Education Society, Washington, D.C. 
-​ 2022 U.S Empire, Plan Colombia and the Right to Education. Comparative and International Education 

Society, Minneapolis. 
-​ 2020 Universal Citizenship and the Quest for Educational Access among Colombian Refugees in  Ecuador. 

Migration Webinar Series: Latin America and the U.S. University of Wisconsin,  Madison.  
-​ 2020 Caught in Between: Responsibilities and Exclusion against Young Colombian Refugees in  Quito, 

Ecuador. American Educational Research Association, San Francisco (panel canceled due to COVID-19).  
-​ 2020 The Educational Nexus to the War on Drugs: A Systematic Review. Comparative and  International 

Education Society, Miami (panel canceled due to COVID-19).  
-​ 2019 The Production and Appropriation of Educational Policy Oriented Towards Peacebuilding: An  

Extended Case Study in the Colombian-Venezuelan Border. Comparative and International Education 
Society, San Francisco (Highlighted Panel). 

ADVISING 
 
DOCTORAL AND MASTERS STUDENTS  
 
Graduated: 
-​ Alison Victoria Shepherd, PhD (2019-2024)  
-​ Kelsey Dalrymple, PhD (2019-2024) 
-​ Fidel Revilla, MA (2022-2025) 
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-​ Alejandro Rodríguez, MA (2025) 
-​ Viviana Veloza, MA (2023-2025) 
 
Current: 
-​ Indranila Bose (UW-Madison) 
-​ Johanny Amaya (UW-Madison) 
-​ Lina Rangel (UW-Madison)  
-​ Zaira Magana (UW-Madison) 

 
COMMITTEE MEMBER 
 
Completed: Taylor Hook (2023); Ariel Borns (2025); Mili Bathnagar (2025)  
 
External: Daniela Romero, Teachers College, Columbia University (2022); Marta Espitia, Universidad de Los 
Andes (2022); Gloria Naranjo, Universidad de los Andes (2025). 
 
SERVICE  
 
SERVICE TO THE UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN, MADISON  
-​ Member, Educational Policy Studies Undergraduate Committee, 2020 – currently.  
-​ Deliberation Dinners. The Discussion Project. School of Education, 2023 – 2025. 
-​ Guest Speaker for the King-Morgridge Scholars, 2023, 2024, 2025. 
-​ Featured Professor at the New Transfer Student Symposium, Fall 2023. 
-​ Member, School of Education Academic Planning Committee, 2020 – 2021.  
-​ Member, School of Education Administrative Council, 2020 – 2021. 
-​ Member, Search Committee for the Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Director of 

Teaching and  Learning Innovation Position, January – March 2021.  
-​ Member, Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Committee, 2019 – 2020. 
-​ Featured Experience at the Board of Visitors Meeting, Fall 2019.  
 
SERVICE TO THE PROFESSION  
 
BOOK REVIEWER 
-​ University of Bristol Press. 
-​ Bloomsbury Press. 
 
ADVISORY AND EDITORIAL BOARD 
-​ Comparative Education Review (2024 – currently) 
-​ Journal on Education in Emergencies (2023 – currently) 
-​ Anthropology of Education Quarterly (Associate Editor 2019 – 2022)  

 
JOURNAL REVIEWER  
-​ Anthropology of Education Quarterly 
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-​ Compare: A Journal of Comparative and International Education 
-​ Comparative Education Review 
-​ Conflict and Education Review 
-​ Cultural Anthropology 
-​ Curriculum Inquiry  
-​ Education as Change  
-​ Futures 
-​ Globalisation, Societies and Education 
-​ International Journal of Educational Research 
-​ Journal on Education in Emergencies (Guest Editor 2018 – 2020) 
-​ Research in Comparative and International Education  
-​ Revista Colombiana de Educación 
-​ The Journal of Latin American and Caribbean Anthropology  
-​ Voces & Silencios. Revista Latinoaméricana de Educación.  
 
VARIOUS  
-​ CIES New Scholars Workshop 2023 – 2025 
-​ Fulbright Colombia Mentorship Program 2023 – 2025 
-​ CLASP Teaching Award Reviewer, 2021 – 2025 
-​ CIES Reviewer 2014, 2015, 2019, 2020, 2022  
-​ Fulbright Colombia Reviewer 2016, 2018, 2019, 2022 
-​ INEE Ad Hoc Committee to diversify INEE Working Groups, March 2021 –  October 2021 
-​ Reviewer Spencer Small Grants 2023 
-​ Teachers College Academic Career Panel 2022, 2023, 2024 
-​ CIES New Scholars Workshop - Education, Conflict and Emergencies Special Interest 

Group,  2020  
-​ CIES Education, Conflict and Emergencies Special Interest Group, Elected Co-Chair 2017 

– 2019  
-​ AERA, reviewer 2015, 2016  
 
PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS  
-​ Comparative and International Education Society (CIES) – Member.   
-​ Latin American Studies Association (LASA) – Member.  
-​ Universidad de Los Andes, School of Education, Bogotá, Colombia – Affiliate Faculty. 
-​ Urban Violence Research Network – Member. 
 
RESEARCH TOOLS & METHODS  
-​ Software NVivo  
-​ Ethnographic methods, content analysis, and visual ethnography  
 
LANGUAGES  
-​ Spanish and English 
-​ French (B1) 
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