UREAG Board Meeting

Monday, February 26, 2007

Baltimore, Maryland

Presided by Moses Oketch, Vice-chair

Meeting called to order at 12:00noon with a total of 18 members present.

I. Travel Grants

a. Members raised the issue of notification of travel grant awards.  Some members were concerned about the late notification, noting the difficulty in arranging travel plans at such short notice.  

b. The travel grant committee explained that the deadline for applications had to be extended because presentation acceptance letters were sent late. 

1.  Some members were not happy with this explanation, and argued that those who submitted their applications early should not have to wait for their awards.  

2. Members also suggested to announce the UREAG travel grant on the CIES list-serv, newsletter, etc., to increase the number of applications for the travel grant.

c. There was a discussion about whether travel grant awardees were required to attend the UREAG board meeting in order to receive their awards; some members said awardees have always been required to attend the meeting as a show of commitment to the organization. 

d. Travel grant awards were distributed to eight members as follows:

1. Joan Oviawe 

$200.00

2. Valentine Mukuria
$400.00

3. Shelby Gilbert 

$400.00

4. Rita Laura Lulua
$500.00

5. Deborah Curry 

$400.00

6. Liman Muhammed
$500.00

7. Awatif Elnour

$200.00

8. Hui-Yi Ho

$400.00

II. UREAG presence on CIES advisory boards

a. Members strongly suggested the proactive role that UREAG must take in ensuring UREAG representation on key CIES advisory boards such as:

1. Joyce Cain Award

2. Dissertation Awards

3. Senior Scholar Awards, etc.

b. Some members expressed concern that their posts were coming to a close and no one from UREAG had been suggested to replace them.  

c. These members were asked why they had not notified the Chair and/or Vice-Chair that their posts were about to expire.  They argued that it was the responsibility of the Chair to be aware of these issues.

III. General Business

a. It was suggested that UREAG create its own list-serv to which new members can subscribe through the UREAG website.

b. There was also a discussion about the purpose of UREAG.  It was suggested by the Vice-Chair that UREAG should be a collective organization with a collective responsibility, but the individual members must also take responsibility for the success or failure of the organization.

Meeting dismissed at 1:23pm

Members Present

1. Moses Oketch

2. Christophas Walker

3. Macleans Geo-JaJa

4. Samuel Hinton

5. Francis M. Boakari

6. Kimberly King-Jupiter

7. Shelby Gilbert

8. Dorothy Aanyu-Angura

9. Rita Laura Lulua

10. Liman Muhammed

11. Joan Oviawe

12. Obed Mfum-Mensah

13. Reitumetse O. Mabokela

14. Lillian Muofhe

15. Mary Ngolovoi

16. Truphena Choti

17. Valentine Mukuria

18. Deborah Curry

Addendum to Meeting Minutes

1. The new chair of the travel grant committee is Samuel Hinton.  He will be in contact with the group later this year to inform you about the application procedures.

2. The funds for the travel grant have been increased to $4000 for the next conference.  We are encouraging new applicants; therefore, if you have already received travel funds twice, you will not be eligible to apply next year.  This policy is to give opportunity for others who have not yet benefited from the travel grant and increase the membership of UREAG.

